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Statement on Productivity Growth
August 8, 2000

Today’s announcement that productivity rose
at a 5.3 percent annual rate last quarter is a
remarkable confirmation of the continued
strength and vitality of the U.S. economy. Over
the past 3 years, productivity has grown 3.3 per-
cent annually—more than twice the growth rate
of the previous two decades. Rising productivity
has been the key to the combination of strong
growth, rising wages, and low core inflation un-
derlying our record economic expansion. Today’s
news is further evidence that our commitment
to fiscal discipline, opening markets, and invest-
ing in people has helped lead to an unprece-
dented era of business investment, innovation,

and technological advance that is providing new
opportunities for millions of Americans.

This continuing productivity growth under-
scores the importance of maintaining the fiscal
discipline that has been so crucial to this invest-
ment-led economic expansion. The majority in
Congress continues to pursue a series of mis-
guided tax breaks which, taken together, would
bring America back to the era of deficits and
knock us off the path of fiscal discipline that
has led to this prosperity. Their approach is
wrong for America. Let’s work together to en-
sure that our strong economy will continue to
grow.

Statement on Signing Legislation To Expand the Women’s Rights National
Historical Park
August 8, 2000

I am pleased today to sign S. 1910, bipartisan
legislation to expand the Women’s Rights Na-
tional Historical Park, in Seneca Falls and Wa-
terloo, New York, with the addition of the home
of Jane Hunt. In 1848 early supporters of wom-
en’s rights, meeting at Hunt’s home, resolved
to convene the Nation’s first women’s rights
convention. A century and a half later, the addi-
tion of the Hunt House to the historical park
is a fitting tribute to all those who have engaged
in the struggle for women’s rights. With this

legislation, this historic home will be purchased
by the National Trust for Historic Preservation
and donated to the National Park Service. Jane
Hunt made a tremendous difference in the lives
of American women, and this legislation will en-
sure that her efforts are remembered and hon-
ored in the years ahead.

NOTE: S. 1910, approved August 8, was assigned
Public Law No. 106–258.

Memorandum on the Impact of Wildland Fires to Rural Communities
August 8, 2000

Memorandum for the Secretary of Interior, the
Secretary of Agriculture

Subject: Impacts of Wildland Fires to Rural
Communities

We are a little over halfway through the 2000
fire season and all indications are that it will
be the worst season in 50 years. As of August
7, 2000, 63,623 wildland fires have so far this

year burned more than 4 million acres at a
cost of $500 million in firefighting expenses.
There are up to 300 new fires every day, and
Federal, State, and local agencies are managing
50 fires over 1,000 acres in size. The current
weather conditions following the prolonged
drought in much of the west are drying out
millions of acres of forest and rangeland, and
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